Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consecte-
tur adipiscing elit.  Curabitur massa
turpis, semper quis fringilla ut, viverra
nec risus. Pellentesque habitant morbi
tristique senectus et netus et malesuada
fames ac turpis egestas. Donec nund
lorem, sollicitudin vel sodales eget, vehic-
ula nec mi. Proin ullamcorper rutrum
nibh, at porttitor nunc euismod et.
Donec faucibus nisi faucibus ipsum port-
titor pharetra. Sed elementum, lectus
nec congue imperdiet, ipsum leo viverra
nisi, sit amet commodo odio odio id
nisl. Fusce sagittis lobortis nisi sed con-
sectetur. Nam egestas, sem ut fermen-
tum convallis, ipsum tellus venenatis au-
cue, eget condimentum risus quam id
erat. Sed metus dui, sollicitudin phare
tra pellentesque sed, placerat eget au-
cue. Mauris sodales pretium tortor vitag
rutrum. Proin quam sem, lobortis tin-
cidunt pretium vitae, feugiat eu lacus.

This nation, turning 100 years old, had
no Odyssey, no St. George slaying the
dragon, no Prometheus. The emerg-
ing American genius for making a lot of
money was a poor substitute for King
Arthur and his knights (although the HoA
ratio Alger myth of rags to riches was
good for a lot of mileage). Without 4
mythology and set of ancient heroes to
call its own, America had to manufacture
its heroes. So the mythmaking machin-
ery of nineteenth-century American me-
dia created a suitable heroic archetype
in the cowboys of the Wild West. The
image was of the undaunted cattle dri
vers living a life of reckless individualism,
braving the elements, staving off brutall
[ndian attacks. Or of heroic lawmen du-
eling with six-guns in the streets at highl
noon. This artificial Wild West became
merica’s Tliad
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This nation, turning 100 years old, had
no Odyssey, no St. George slaying the
dragon, no Prometheus. The emerg-
ing American genius for making a lot of
money was a poor substitute for King
Arthur and his knights (although the
Horatio Alger myth of rags to riches was
good for a lot of mileage). Without a
mythology and set of ancient heroes to
call its own, America had to manufac-
ture its heroes. So the mythmaking ma-

chinery of nineteenth-century American
media created a suitable heroic arche-
type in the cowboys of the Wild West.
The image was of the undaunted cattle
drivers living a life of reckless individuA
alism, braving the elements, staving off
brutal Indian attacks. Or of heroic lawH
men dueling with six-guns in the streets
at high noon. This artificial Wild West
became America’s Iliad.




